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itors of the German Emigration Company, ns n substitute for 
the bill. 

Mr Palmer moved to lny the substitute on the tnblc. 
l\lr Ru~sc;J tnorcd to hl}r lhe bill i.llld substitute on die table: 

l0s~ by the fJl]o,,·ing vote: _ · 
YEAs-)'1lssr~. Burroug-hs, F1Jt1nngnn, Gri1ncs, Guinn, Ilil], 

!'Jartin, Pirl:eyi H·tsscJJ~ f:fcot.t, '·Ventherford, nnd \Vhifa'~er--]J. 
N·.\ r,~--l\;_1~5srs. Allen, l)ou11ci JJ,Jrd, J ... olt, l\1c0ndc: l\1ar(;rick1 

J>:it1ncr, lJt>digo, ~:icnrborough, Supervicle, 'fuylor of F'annin: 
Trllit1 and l'lhitc-13. 

']~he qnt~s1!on lhJn recurred on the inotion to lny the snlistit11tc 
on 1hc t:1blc. \rhicl1 \Vas carried, 

()111110Uo:'1 0f :':Jr ,\t-cath·~rf.Jrd, tbe SL~nn.tc ndjonrnc<l till IO 
o:c!ock to-1~LJIT0\1' :norning. 

'fnt:ltSDAY, JAN. :~4th1 1Si>G. 
ThJ S('.nnie \\'t\'3 «alicd to O'.'der by tho Presid0.llt. pnrsuan · to 

n.djon";..'11t11cn:-pr:iycr by the Clit1pl~in-roll ca1l~d-qnorn~n 
pre6cnt. 

~rhe Jo-~1rnal of yc:.sterd::i.y \Vas 1·cr1.d and J.dopted. 
1.fr Polter pru;c11tcd the petition of Robert Baldwin, for trnng. 

llOrtatiot> cf ~nprlics lu 1837; rcfcrrt.!d to the cohcnittec oa 
Pnbiic De\r-. 

)[r Guin·J, chainnnn of the con11nittce on Engro~ed Bilis, 
rcp,Jrt·:~d ecr1·.-,!cn:~ engroi::s.·2.<l-

1'>.. hi:[ tc defiu:~ the .Lst Ju<licinl l)istl'.ict. and to fix: tb'3 n'1ne' 
t·f ho]•Jlng tht! l)istrict C•)111t21 \!1t•re.in. ' 

A. U il t'Dr the i·Clicf of S /\. '\\""hitc. 
A U ll to prov1Je f'.H' the lir1ni<la.tiou un<l se-tt1en1ent ef certain 

rneritcri•lns clair,1s therein nan1ed. 
A bill to aincud the 1th Sl!clion of a.-n J\(J to 1)rovl<lc fvr th\' 

payrn<'ut uf nix co1npanil.!s of n1oi1ntc<l volnntccra, that ''len1 
rnnst<.:,rcd lnt(J th(•. scr\·ict·· of 1hc State of 'l'c;\aS, oa tlH~ 1st d''·::' 
of Novcinhcr, l'.354:, nndcr requisitior,, of Brevet lVhi.j01· G1:nera! 
Pcrsitet· l·, Sruith, antl to pay tlie cxpcns.cs incnrred by saiU 
companies, approved 14th Ja·.1'y 1856; and 

A bi!! to d1ange tho time of holding Courts in the 10th nnd 
14th Jn<lidal Districts. 

Mr Hill, from the committee on Private Land Claims, No I, 
to wl1ich Wl\s reforred the petition of .John E English and Bai
ley English, r~i)Orlcd lhe Ba1ne back, i·econ11nending its rejection .. 

Mr Hill, from the same comminee, made the following re
port.· 

Ti • ., committee on Prh·•te Land Claims, to which was re
ferred die petition of the heirs of R G Dnuln?, find that the 



deceased emigrated to Texas before the 1st of October, 1837, a 
single man-that he held several distinguished ol!ices.nnder 
tbo late Republic of Texas, and died whilst en.,aged in heroer
vicc. 'rhe committee are of opinion that said Dunlap was en• 
titled to a headright of MO acres of land, and therefor~ report 
the accompanying bill, and recommend it£ passage: 

.A. bill for the relief ot the heirs of R G Dunlap ; read fi111t 
time. 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, submit-
ted the followi n" report : . 

The committc~ on finance have considered 11 bill to amend an 
act to raise revenue by taxation-approved the 11th of Feb., 
1850. The bill contemplates reducing the taxes from 15 cents 
to L2 cents on the hundred dollars of the valuation of property. 
This tax: the committee <tre of opinion \Vill raise revenue snffi~ 
cient for the economical admiui!lration of the State Govern
ment. They therefore return the bill, and recommend its 
passage.· 

Mr •rruit !ram the committee on private land claims No. I, 
made the follo\ving report: 

Tho com1nittee on private h1nd c1ni1ns, to which \Vas referred 
the memorial of ArthLir Applewhite, have examined the same, 
and find that said Applewhite emigrated to Texas in 1834; that 
on the 5th day of J nne, 18:;5, he took the oath of allegiance to 
the.Republic of Mexico, and was in due form admitted to citizen
ship, and recognized as a colonist of Austin1s colony; that he 
continued to reside in Texas, and perforn1 the duties of a good 
citizen, until after the battle ofSnn Jt1cinto, aiding 'rexas in her 
struggle for independence. It nppenrs that after this he left 
1'uxas, and was nbsent thercfro1n.se.,~cral years, \Vhcn he returned; 
and he no\V resides in the State. ·At the tin1e of his en1igration, 
he \Vas a 1narried man, and had his fa1nily in the country with 
him. His wife died during his absence from the country, and 
his children now reside beyond its limits. The committee are of 
opinion, that ns said Applewhite was regularly admitted ao a 
citizen, and performed his duty ns snch dnring .the darkest 
period of our history, and now resides in the country,'he is 
entitled to n head right of one league and one labor of land: I 
a.m, therefore, instructed to report the accompanyiiig bill, and 
ecornmend its passage. · . 

"A bill for tho relief of Arthur Applewhite:" read 1st time. 
Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on Public Buildings, 

made the following report: 
The committee on Public Buildings have considered "A bill 

lo provide for the erection and furnishing of a fire-proof·bnild-
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iog, to be used as a General Land Office for the State of Texas," 
and report it back, recomm.•nding- its passage. . · 

The present land office is entirely too small fur the businesS" 
of the office, which is constantly increasing. 

Mr. 'I'ruit, from the committee on Private Lond Claims No. 
l, to which was referred "A bill for the relief of Wm. II. Hud
son," reported the satne back; reco1nmending it:! pnssage. 

trlr FlnnnO'an, chnir1nnn of the co1n111ittcc on Internal Im
provements, ro which Wll.3 refCrrcd the petition of the Jlrnnsns 
!toad Co1npany, reported the acco1npnny1ng bill, recon1111cnding 
its passage. 

A bill supplementary to an net to incorpornte the Arnnsas 
Road Company, approved Feb'y 14th, '52: rend first time. 

!fr. Flanng-nn, chairnlan of the same enminittee, to which was 
referred a bill arnendntory and supplementary to an act to en
courage the construction of railroads in 'rexas, by donations of 
lan<l, repcrlcd the sa1ne back) reco1nnlcnding its passage. 

l\'lr. Martin, from the {:amn1ittee on the Judiciarr~ to \vbich 
was referred a bill for the relief of the citizens of lt{ercer's colony, 
reported a substitute ther~fiJr, rccomrne11ding it to the favorable 
consideration of the Sen<itc. 

]t[r. Burroughs, chairrnan of tho solcct comn1ittec, inade the 
following rt>port: 

The selecr co1nmittce, to \vhich \\Tris referred n resolutio;i 
requiring thern to investigate the rcct:nt frands alleged to ha'l;e 
beet~ con1n1itted in obtaining bounty, donuti?n, u~d headright 
certificates, have had the same· under cons1dernt1on, and find 

. that about ten thousBnd onn hundred ncrcs (1f lnn<l. have been 
patented by virtue of certificates which the committee believe 
to be fraudulent. 'l'he menus used in procuring these certifi· 
-cates, were fully reported on by the com1uittee on the 21st inst., 
together \Vilb u bill to <letect the spurious certificates; and the 
comrnittee no\V hcre\vith report a bill to provide for ~aocelling 
patents issued 11pon false or forged cvi<lcnce, and reco1nmend 
its passage: which bill, if it be passed, will, it is believed, attain 
the object sought, to wit: the cancelling- of :111 patents that may 
have been issued npon forged and spurious certificates. The 
committee, having- cornplied \Vith th~ reqnire1nent of the reso· 
lution, beg to be discharged from its fnrther conside1ntion. 

A bill to provide for cancvllina patents issued upon forged 
tviderice~ read first tin1e. 

0 

On motion of illr Burroughs, the rule was snopended, bill read 
second time, and made special order for lo-morro\v the 25th 
instant. 

Mr Taylor, of Ca••, from the committee on Pnblic Debt, made 
the following report: 
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'I'he committee on Public Debt have had under advisement, 
the petition of Wm. Oldham. T'1c petitioner sets forth, that he 
volunteered in Lhe Stunn1erville cxp:::-d.ition, in the year 1842, a:ii: 
a private, and was ~romoted to the ofticc of pay·m,ster by the 
cotnmanding officer;. that•hc has only rccei7ed pay as a private, 
and now asks the incr.'!nse pay as pl\y·mit~ter. Ile proves that 
he did receive the appoint1nc11t, r.nd \\'r.s recor_;nized as snch: 
under the h1,v, he should have been t.ppointed by the President 
of the ll1~pnblic: as r.o one else ht1d a. ;-igl!l to r.ppoint. All 
thing-3 con-::idered, 'v.:? t::ink to gra11! th~ praye; of the petitioner 
\Von Id he tlavelli1:g- bnyond the l!'w\Y i~~ sue:-. ca~es1 and therefore 
rec•i:;:1n1i.;:~d rhe rejection uf the pe:i::,·1:L 

(~·u n1otion of J\lr. l\'UHica.n,. the r;.:le \"las sus~e:1ded, and the 
report tnken up. 

()n raotion o~· il1r Nlillict\n, the p:~tition \"Ja:; re-ref.erred to the 
co1nrnit1cc on Public :Debt. 

On rnotioE of Nlr ~~.nni.~rong, the f1onsc -bill to create the 
t:onuty of Lan1pasc1s, \\'HS take11 up r:nd rcaC f!rst :irnc. 

~Ir t\rn1strOng' n10•.rcd the Si.i.speus-ion of the rule: ,:a<ricd, and 
the bill read sr:cond tin1c, and P•~~;sed to tll;!·d re~ding. 

On ll1l1lion oY .fifr ~:\r·n;.stror:g: t~o ri.~le r;as further :;u~pended; 
the bill read th:rti t'me und passed. 

i\·lr lvlcCnl!oclt presented the pt~titicn cf the l:~in'I of '1,hos. H 
l{oberts: referred 10 the connnit~ee on l-'ri 1:at~ Land Claims 
No. 1. 

i\I r i\IJcDade p:·esentcd tf.c pcti:ion of J lI antl hi~ry A Daw~ 
son: rcterrc<l to the con1rnittci:? on Pri·;ate Land Claitn:-; No. 1. 

1\Ir Pedigo introd•1ccd a. bill donating 1?.nd-; to r.ollcges nnd 
nni\•ersitir.s: rcP.d first and r.eco::d ti:r:es, and r·~iCrred to the 
co1nnJ1ttc~c 011 Educati ... n. 

il!r 1fo0nlloch illtroduced a hiil for the rc!iof of Leascal n 
Ilarris: rend Hrst (tl!d second ti1nes, and re~~rred to th~ cornmit~ 
tee on Private Land O!nirns N·o. 2; also 1 r. bill to :\Uthorize the 
auditin~ ar~<l pay1nent of certid11 clai1ns tigainst tbe lr..te Republic 
of '.fcxas: read first a~1c! sccc;nd tin!G:i, :~11d rcfe~-red to th~ con1-
mittee on Public Dnht. 

On motion of i\lr Scott, n hit: to nn;end the caplion aud the 
first section of an act Lo incorporate the Texas \tt estern Railroad 
Company, !1.pproved 16th Fcb'ry, 1852, \\ias tnke:-i t:p and read. 

i.\'lr Scott offered tLe iOllo\Vin~ .:tn:e.nd1nents: 
1st. A111end the caption by i!1serting tlY~ word '' ~ixtcen :> 

be.t\V-8en the 'vords ;•tir:;;t andi" and "s~cticns,:' in th~ first line 
of the caption. 

2d amendment. Add the followin" section as on amendment 
to, and in lien of, section 16th of the ~rir;inal bill: "lid Section. 
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T.iat the 16th section of the ac1 to ,,hich this is an amendment, 
•h•ll hereafter read as follows: 'Said company shall be I1'qnir~d 
to have a good and sufficient braek upon thP. hind1nost car1 1n 

11.H trains transporting possengers or merchnndize f nnd also, 
permanently stationed there, a trusty and skilfoJ braekmnn, 
under a penalty not exceeding one hundred dot!HrS for ench 
oftCnce--to be rcCO\'crc:tl in any court of co1npctent ;~urisdiction: 
for the benefit of the State: and said company shall cause to be 
placed on euch loco1notive en;;ine pnssing on the!r rond: ~ bell 
of the \Yei(l'ht of nt lenst thirty-fi,-e pounds, or :i. stentn v.1histle; 
and the safd bell shal 1

t be rnng. or \Vhh~tle blo\'ill.nt 1!1e di5tance 
of at least eighty rods fro1n iii0 place of cros~itlg any high~vay 
or turnpike, and kept ringing or blo\ving until the eng-i:ie has 
passed or stopped. Said co1npany sbn.ll be reqnired to construe! 
their rail ron<l \Vi th good '11 or U iron rails: 2n'ovirled ~hat 110 
land shall be donated, unless the company shall acwally com
mence their road \Yithin tOnr ycnrs, and nctnally flnisl1 grading 
nnd furnishing cross tiez for at lcnst ten milBS1 'vith1n five year:;; 
nnd that this net shall not be coustrucd as anv extension v1hnt
l!l\'er, of the tirne of comn1euccrnent of snid r0ad 1 us required in 
llie original v.ct; and tbrtt this net tak1! effect, and be ia force, 
frotn and after its passage . 

.i\1r ri:Ja.rtiu n1ovcd to relcr the bill and runcnd1ncnts Lo the 
C•)Jn:nittee on Internal I rnprove:ncnts; lost. 

l\Ir ~Jn,rti!l then n1oved the po:;tponen1ent of bill t'U J a1nend · 
mcnts to Satnrdav the 2Gtl1 inst.: lo:.5t IJ,- the follo,ving v,Jte: 

Y EAs-1\icssrs: Annsr.r1li·1g: B'ry ri11, B'nrro11ghs, l\Jar'tin, !Ylav~ 
erick, l\lillicnn, Scarborough and Super;·iele-8 .. 

NAY:-3-1\fessrs. J\llen, Ca1d\vcH, :F1lnnagan 1 Griines, Gni1111 7 

Jiill, Ilor<l, Lott, :McCnlloc:1, McDnde,Palmcr, Pedigo, Pirkey, 
Potter, Russell~ Scotti rJ'a_Ylr_11·, of Cttss, 'faylor, of J?an:iin, Truit,. 
\Veutlierford, 'Vhite and lV.reu-22. 

J\fr Martin then moved to lay the fast :miendmc:it c·n the 
table; Jost, 

The omcn<lmcnts were then r.doptcd, an<l the biH ordered to 
be en~rosscd. 

Mr~Scott movc<l the snspcnsion of the rule for the final reacl
ing of the bill; lost 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A hill for the relief of the creditors and colonists of the Ger

man Emigration Company, and to indemnify said Company fay 
lands given by We State to the colonists. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill was laid on th~ table for 
the preS1nt. 



Mr Flanagan, chnirmnn of the committee on Internal Im
wovcments, to which was referred a bill making appropriations 
for the i1nprove1nent of the navigation uf lhc ri,·ers of the S_tate, 
~ind a substitute therefor, entitled a bill to cncow.ra~ the itn
provement of the na\'igation of the rivers and oth8r unvigable 
strca1ns in T~xas, by inaking appropriations tor the snn1e) re
ported the.in b ... ck \\rith nn1en<ln1cnts, rcco1n111ending the fl.dop
tion vf the substi~utc and a1ncnd1ucnts: and the i)assn.gc of the 
bill. 

J\Jnend1nents to snbstitute: 
1. In the caption strike ont "strca.n1s" and insert "\yaters." . 
2. Li tl:c hrt>t section, s~rike out "strca111s '~ and insert "wa· 

~.ers." 
a. In the 2d section, stl'ikc ant ('four ti in cs" andiuscrt ''twice.:' 
-!. Io 3d section, in lien of :• te;:1 per cent on the a.1nount i~

ccived and dis.hnrsed,n insert ':five per Ct·nt on the an1ount 
rccciYt~d and five per c:cnt on the a1nollnt dis\1nrsed." 

r,, ln liue next to the last. 111 5th scctiou, fill iltc blank with 
8300. ' 

G. In section '11h 1 i;t1·ike out "fourth" and insert ''half." 
'i. Strike out section Sth, and insert in lien thereof-'' 1 1hat 

inoncy n1ay be raised in thu s:unc rnanner as provided in this 
i~.ct for the con.struction ot any canal bct\vecn :\ny l\VO naviga
ble points, and any canal for the constrnctioH of \Vhich a.ny 
an1onnt 1nay be so raised hy private subscription, or appropri-
3tio:1, shn.H be entitled aiH.l subject to :tll the lJenefits and pro· 
'Visions of this Act, proYidecl that no 1non'ey slia11 be drav.-n front 
t\ic 1-1 rt:;a::;n1·y for tlic benefit uf any i-:;uch canrll untit satisfnctory 
evidence bns been sho\Vll to the (i·o\·crno1-, together \\·ith the 
!·eport of a. co1npetent engineer, that the a1nount rnised by 1)ri
·~·atc subscription, t0getber \Vith the an1ount to \Yhich said pri
•:ate subscription shall entith~ it fron-i the State l 1rca.sury, \rill 
he ::unply i,nfficier!t ti) constrllct and co~nplete srtid canal so ae 
to connect tv;ci nn.vig:i.blc points \vi th :i good 11<1.vigalJ)c channel, 
and. provided that no cn.n:1l, or any ri\·er~ bayou, lake~ or bay, 
:·eceiving the be11cti.ts of the provisions of this Act, sliall at any 
ti1nc receive or <!ollect tolls ±Or the nr.vigation of the saine
and that. tl1is Act take effect nnd Uc in tOrcc fro111 nnd aftrr its 
pns.s;_igc. ~' 

S. ln 3d section: :tftcr the "·ord "taken," in 4th line, 2d 
-11agc, iiu;crt-" a.nd no sub::cription shall be received b.Y i>aid 
<Jollector and Tr.~fli;tn·er, unless at lenst iivc per ceut of said 
subsc1·iption is paid in aclual cnsh.'' 

9. Before the \\1.1rd "it," in 8th line, 5th secti1Jni insert-
"and that five per cent of said subscription has been actWllty 
In1id in ca.sh~" 
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On motion of Mr Palmer, the report and bill were made the 
special Drder fo1· this evening, at 3 o'eloek. 

On motion of Mr CalJ well, the Senate tidjourned till 3 o'cloclt 
P.M. 

3 o'cl0ck 1•. M, 

Senate met-roll called-quorum present. 
Report of the connnittee on Int<!rnal lutpi:ove1nents, on "a 

bill making appropriations for the improvement of the n;1viga· 
tion nf the ri«crs of the :::!late," nud substitute therefor, entitled 

· 11A bill to er.:courn.ge the ln1pro\"e1nent of' the navjgation of tho 
rivers and otlicr navigable stren1ns in 'I'exas, by 01aking appro~ 
priatlons fOr ~~e sa1ne1 ~' c·1ffering a1nen<lrnents thereto. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the substitute was adopted, and 
the amendmc<Jts acted on sepnrately. 

The first and second n1nend1nents \Vere then adopted. 
On motion of Mr Bryan, the third nmcndment was laid on 

the table. 
Mr Palmer moved to ~mend the 5th amendment by striking 

out $3 and inserting $5; lost. 
On motion of ilfr Flanagan, the $3 was stricken ont and $1 

inserted. 
Gn motion cf Mr Palmer, the 6th ninendment was laid on 

the table. 
Th• 7th, 8th and 9th amendments were tlien adopted. 
Mr Weatherford th~n offered the following amendment: 
"Provided, that the amonnt tliat has heretofore been raised 

by subscription of.incli vidua1s, and spent llpon said riYcrs, l1nder 
the supervision of any bourd or hoards for such pnrpQS\!s, shall 
hnve tho right to clni1n four ti1nes the snn1e :nnonnt ont of tho 
Treasury, to he expended \Vhere the saine private snb3cr.iption 
l:as heretotOre been expended, under tho said engineer or sn
_perintcndeut." 

On motion of ~Ir Guinn, 1aid on t.he tnhle. 
Mr Trnit ofiCred the fo!lo\vi11g as nn a1nendment to Section 

Sth: 
'' Thnt n.ny sn111 of money appropriated l.>J the Stnte of I ... oui. 

siana to the irnproven1eut of the navigation o.f the Snhlne rirer, 
shall have the sa1ne ~fleet ns though the same bad been raised 
by the citizens of this State for the improvement of said i·iver, 
and fl certified copy of the Act of the State of Louisiana·, mak~ 
ing an appropriation for the improvernent of the navigation of 
•aid river, shall be sufficient evidence that such nppropriation 
bas been made-and that the sum drawn from the Treasury 
under the provisions of this Act, shall bsi expended in the im-
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provement cf the navigation "f said river, commencing at the 
toot of the " ~farrows," and ascending nntil the appropriation 
is exh,.nated.'' Rejected. 

The bill WM then ordered to 
\-ote: 

be engrossed by the followi~g 

Y10;.s-Mess.1·s Allen, Armstr~ng, Bryan, Caldwell, Ooane, 
Flanagan, Wll, Iford, McOade, Martin, Maverick, ~lillican, 
I>a]n1er: I'e1.L:·jO. Pottor, Scott, Superviele, 'f:lylvr, ot' C., Trui1, 
\Vhion.ker aT~l! \Vhitc-22. 

N AYE-i\-~'-''. ')rs Bnrrougl1s, Grimes, Gt1inn, Pirkf3y, ltu~seH. 
Taylor, of •: .. and WcathcrforJ-·7. 

Mr Palmer moved a suspension of the rule, for the final read
ing of the bill ; lost. 

i'ilr Allen, from the con11uitteo on Enrolled Bills, made the 
followiP!T report: . 

The j·•int committee on Enrolled Bills ha,·c examined the 
fo1l1)\\·ing hilla viz: 

A Lill for the relief vf the heir.; of Elizabeth Jones, dcc'd. 
A bill to create the cnunty of Erath. 
1\.. bill to create the conutv of ,\tascosa. 
A bill confirrning certain f1eadright grants of land lying on 

the boni;da.ry line of .A .. nstin's 80Jof1.r :u1d J~oberson's ColonJ~. 
A bill to le,2:alize the official acts of Jno. II. S1nithera, District 

Court Clerk of 1)0\vic connt.y. 
A hilt Co inCOl'!)Ol'itte La((i:ano·c Lodor"e, No 30, of the r. 0. 

of 0. li'. · ~ 
A biU to define the time of holrling courts in tho 13th Juui

cial Di3trict. 
A CJ ill <lonating to i1lrs Elim beth Crockett, one lcngneof land; 

and 
A bill to incorporate tlie. city of Marshall, and find tho same 

corrcetly enrolled, properly signed, :md this day presented to 
the G >vcrnor. 

On 1notion of IVIr liill: n bill l'clinqnishing to the counties 
the State tax for the years l:l5G :tnd 1857, was taken up and 
read /Jrlrd ti1ne. 

l\L· Russell moved to !av the bill on the t"blc-lost. 
On 111otion of ~Ir G·ruu~s, a , .. 1ll of thQ Senate- was ordered. 

Absentces-i\Icssrs .f'fann.gan, 1.Iurd, Lott, ~!cCuHocb, Sea~ 
"borough a.nd 'l'aylor of f'annin. 

The follo\\'ing co111u1unieation fron1 the Governor was re-~ 
ceired : 
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ExECU'TffE OFFICE, 
AusTrn, TQ:rns, 24th January, !856. 

Gentlemen ef tlie :Senate 
wnd ef the House ef Reyresentatives: 

I return herewith, to the Senate "An Act for the relief ef 
certain Sheriffs therein nan1ed." 

This net requires the Comptrnller to audit the account ITT Ja
cob B Harrell, Slwriff of Williamson county, for the sum of 
eighty-seven dollar6: expenses incurred by hirn in conveying 
:Massillon Farley, a convict to the Penitentiary; and also the 
claim of John A Y ernon, late Sheriff of Nueces county, for the 
sum of one hundred and twenty-five dollars, expenses incurred 
by hi1u in couYcying George Gl'ccn and John IInnter to the 
Penitentiary, and also requires the State Treasurer to pay tho 
same. The 9th Section of an "Act to establish n. State Peniten· 
tiar.v," ap1iro.-cd 13th March, 1848, (Hartley's Digest, Article 
2G·i2) establishes what the compensation of Sheriffs and guards 
shall be fur conveying prisonc1·s to the Penitentiary, and 1nakes 
the Snpcri11tcndc11t of the Penitentiary the Judge of the nu1n~ 
ber of gnards necessary to be employed, and also provides that 
all such nccunnts .;hall be paid on the certificate of the Super
intendent. The accoimts of this desc1·iption were audited br 
the Comptroller on the certificate of the Superintendent and 
paid r.t the State Treasnry from the organization of the Peni · 
tentiary nntil the lGth of :b'ebrunry, 1852, wl.en an act was 
passed authorizing the Directors of the Penitentiary lo appoint 
tl. purchasing ngent, vrho was anthorlzed to receive,; from the 
Treasury the appropriations for the Penitcnt.i:wy mid disburse 
them. Since the appointment of tbis agent all accouuts of this 
description arc paid by him at Hnntsville, on the ccrtiJicato of 
the Snpcrintendcnt1 and no account of them is returned to the 
Comptroller. 

The presumption is that these two Sheriffs presented their 
accot1nts, for conveying these p1isoners, to the SuperintenOent, 
when they delivered the prisoners, had them certified by him 
and paid by the disbursing agent. Such is the course 1·equired 
to be pursued under the la\VS. I have no n1eans of ascertain~ 
ing whether this was done, but it certainly was the duty of 
these persons to produce the certificate of the disbnrsing. 
agent that these accounts were never paid by him, before 
they asked the Legislature to pay them. When ·the laws 
have made ample provision for persons to obtain the payment 
of their ·claims ngain•t the State without the interposition 
of the Legislature, they ought to avail \hemselves of those pre•· 
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\•isions, and not be encouraged to co1nc to the Legislature for 
relief. rrhe Legislature hns not the E:l.!IIC iucans here to enquire 
into tho instice of such clni1ns as the Superintendent has, 'vho 
kno\vs liu\\. n11iny guards aceornpan,y the Sheriff', nud by seeing 
the l)risnncr can fonn an estin1ate \\'hat nun1ber of guards \Vere 
ncce.ss:;ry. Desides1 Lhc Lc(Y'is}at11rc bas not the 1nCa11s hero of 
asc~1t:t11;i11g "'hcthcr tl:c n~connts have not prcvionsly been 
paid by those \\•hose duty it \Yfl.S to pay tliein. I have pruce.eded 
111::(111 the ass111nption: thn.t tl1csc aeconnt'3 \VCI'C for the regular 
and le;~:\l co1npcnS<ttion of these Sbcriifd f4H' convcyi11g these 
priso1H:rs to !he Penitentiary, and cannot, thc:rct<Jrc, approve of 
rhis =t(.;l, bccansc I have no evidence before inc that thcY hrr,·e 
uot bec;1 paiJ by the Dishnrsi1~g Agent., at 1I1tntsvillc, '\vhosc 
d!1t,y it "·n.:; to 11;1y thcnL .Lt~ ho\\"O\'Cl', these ncco11nts :i.rc for 
cxtr<t cnn1pc11:-iation~ OYCI' n11d ahOYt..i tliat 'vhich tl1c la\\· prc
tcribe::J lor sneh sei'\:iccs rcrforrned br shcriiT'i:i) then I feel c:on
~train12d h> \\·itlihold 111y ·:tpproY:1l h·1)1n ir: becnnsc it \rlll be n 
,·iol:.1tion of th~ 7th :Section of the "7th ..:.\ .. rticic of the Co11stitn-
1ion of tld:;; State. 

'rhe Legislature hns, ns before st:itcll, provided by l:t\\' 1 \vhat 
the cuu1pcnsn1ion shall be to shcriH"s i~ir ca:T~ring prisoners to 
the l_)e11itcntil.lry, and the Section t)f the Utinstitntion referred 
to de<.:!~trcs: that they sliidl not grant exi.T<i co1npensation to any 
(.iffic:er, <l!fdBt: scr\·nnt: o;· pnblic contrac~or after sneli service 
~.hail h:tve bee.n pcrfonn<.;d. 

rrhi;; act is t.!JerefiJl'C l'..:tll!'!lUd to VOll fur rcenusi.(h:rn.t.ion. 
.. E. id. Pl~!...SE. 

On 111,_.tioa of }Jr Potter. laid on the table until Nlonday noxt. 
Mr l-J ill rnv\·etl a snsponSi•Jn of the call of the Scnnte-Cr,.:·•·ied 

-nnd the bill re1inqnishin0' tho Stnte tax: to the counties for 
the yen rs 1851} and LS5"7 \\-;7s p:isscd by the t'ollo\ring Yot.e. 

Y~A.:!-)[1~ssrs Aru1st:·ong-, B:·yn.n, On.ld\YCll, Do:tne, F'lnnn
~nn, Guinn, l:lill, lil<:l)ade 1 J\ltlrtin 1 l1Iillica11) I':Lln1er, Pedigo, 
Pirkey, l")otter, T:iylor1 of Ca3s, 1'1'nit :1nd "\\r eatherfi.n·d-1 ·7. 

N .. ;.xs-JJessrs Burrongh3, G-ri1nes: liord: :tJaverick·, Rnsse!J, 
Scott1 Snperviele, 'raylor, of l~annin: \Yhitnkcr, \Vhite and 
Wron-11. 

On motion of il'Ir Scott, a bill to n:nend nn act entitled an net 
to raise a revenue by taxatio;i, appro\·cd 1'..,ehrnary 1 lrh: 1S50, 
was taken nµ, read, and ou 1notion of i\Jr Llill refe1·red tu the 
corninittcc on the Judiciary. 

:lifr Martin ""' ,-.,d a reconsideration of the vote taken on 
yesterday pa.ssiIJg a. bill to incorporate tho IIc11der8on and 
Btll'keville Hai! llol\d Company-the Gornrnors veto to th<; 
contr~iry notwithstanding. 
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Pending \vhich, on n1otion of Mr Bnrroughs th•J Senate ad~ 
journcd nutil ~O·nH1rro\V inorning at 10 o'clock. 

}'1t!DAY. Jan. 25th. 1~5G. 
The Senate \Vas called to order bv lhc Pfesident JHlfhlHlnt to 

ndjourn1111;1Jt--l)raycr by Lhc chnP!nin-roll caHed-qnoru1n 
p1·t-.::t,l1t. 

'J.'11e inll rnn.1 of vcstcrdav \\~as read nnd adopted. 
1\lr l~ninu, cl~a-irn1a11 ot the co1.:1n1ittco on.engrossed bills, re· 

port1~tl ;LS correctly eng-rossed-
.i:i. tJ;Jl to cnco111·Ggr. tlic iiuprove111ent of the n;i.\•igation of tL~ 

river~. 1\tJd other navigable \V:tters in rr~.\L)S, by ll"ll.lkii;g npprO·
priationS fOr t.he sa1ne. 

A1Hl a hill to an1e11d the c:iptio:l and 1st nn<l J CTth secti,1ns of 
ttn act to i11corporntc tile 'l'exris '\VcslffU l~ail Itnad r;o1np;,1ny
approvcd 15th l·'t>b.: 185~. 

]i_[r 'l'aylor of (Jass
1 

chilir11i:u1 of the co111111ittcc on publ:c 
debt, 111ade the follo,vin!'! report: 

1'he conunitte'; O!I public debt have h1td under cons!clern.t.io'.-:, 
;\.. bill to nuthorize the :nHlit.ing nnd payn1eut of certnin vlainJs 

against the <..Tovernnicnt fi.H' nrticlcs u:;ed by our O\VH nrrny, d111·· 

iug the period or the revoluti:Jn-npon the testirnony of l\VO or 
n1oro 'ritucsses-and requires the 'l'reasurcr to pay the sa111e ont 
of any :·1101:e_y in thtJ 'fre:tS11ry. 'J'he COIIHOiltf'C il.t"(: of opinio11 
that to ~dopt thi.: pol:cy: \v(11ild be :=t dan,2·erons precedclil: ,,·~1ich 
they 1i.~nc \vnnld rcsnl;; i11 ~reat inja1·:,r to rhe Stat•3; lOr oucu ad
n1it the te~~i1uo11,r o~· t\1_;0 \'.'itnes:.:es to andit ~111d pny this chr.rnc
ter of cla1n1s, nnd there is 110 tell in<" \VIH.\rc it \Vonld end. 'l'hnt 
1uany just ;uJd n1i!rilorions c::lain1s \~On)d be pnid: we ndrnit; bllt 
~ve t!1ink it \vould b~ Letter to reli•!re those cns1•s by 13pech'.I !r.g-
1s_lat10111 _th nu to upcu the door or the 11'8:t:3l1ry as proposed by till::; 
Lill. · ~V c 1 licreliJrc reeo1nn1P11d its rejection. 

i'\lr ])l'ynn prc~ented the p1~ii1ion of "\Vrn. L. Sart\vo11; re
ferred to con1ruiuec on private !nod claims, No. 1. 

l\.(r tford, chairnian of the cotn1nittt~c on State affairs, to 1vhich 
\vas rci8rrcd-

A Uouso bill for the belier security of the archives of the 
State dcpart1nent, 

An_d a bill crcaiing u fnnd fiJr tho erection utid support of a 
lunatic asylu1n, r~port<~<l tlle sa1nc back, recorn1nending their 
passage . 
. Mr Hord, chairman of the same committee, made the follow-
1n~ reports : 

The committee on State dfairs have cousidered a bill 10 regu-


